
 
 

Cambridge technology innovators’  

milking success 
Technology to enable farmers to better manage their livestock is being developed in Cambridge 

thanks to a grant from the LEP. 

Cambridge Animal Technologies Ltd (CATL) has received an Eastern Agri-Tech Research & 

Development grant, managed by the Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough LEP, of £60,000 

towards the development for livestock management product Smartbell™. 

The Smartbell is a wearable device that goes around the animal’s neck 0that can send actionable 

alerts to the farmer’s mobile device or computer. In a typical day, farmers managing livestock need 

to manage a wide variety of tasks from feeding and bookkeeping through to managing pregnant or ill 

animals. The Smartbell would help them to manage these varying needs better by housing a 

customised set of sensors that collect data from each cow, including temperature, movement and 

activity, and then sending this information to the cloud and onwards to the farmer. The device uses 

complex algorithms detect any anomalies that may need action or attention to help better inform 

the farmers of their livestock needs and priorities.  

There are currently around three million dairy cows in the UK across approximately 10,000 dairy 

farms, which is why the team are tailoring their initial product line for the dairy industry to improve 

yields. For dairy farmers, Smartbell can deliver an increase in milk production from higher fertility 

rates, healthier cows that live longer with better yields, lower veterinary costs from treating disease 

early and better utilisation of farm staff’s time.  

Mark Reeve, Chairman of the Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough Enterprise Partnership and 

the Eastern Agri-Tech Growth Initiative Board, said:  

“The Smartbell really is bringing advanced technology into agriculture. It has the potential to help 

dairy farmers become more productive, both in terms of time and the amount of milk produced by 

their livestock. Furthermore, the ability to detect illness and lameness early will give the cows a 

better quality of life. The first line of products will be tailored specifically for the dairy industry, but 

the scope and potential of the concept and technology is vast.” 

Veena Adityan, Founder and CEO of the Smartbell, said: 

“Cambridge Animal Technologies aims to improve animal welfare by providing early alerts on health 

issues and provides information for farmers to allow them to make better decisions faster. We are 

thrilled to be awarded the Eastern Agri-Tech R&D grant. The funding will help us expand the team 

and accelerate our development efforts for the Smartbell product line for dairy and sets the 

foundation for future work regarding other livestock.” 

This grant will create several technical positions including two Work-Study placements provided by 

Cambridge University Veterinary School.   



 
 

The Eastern Agri-Tech Growth Initiative is run by the Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough 

Enterprise Partnership (LEP) with support from New Anglia LEP, Norfolk County Council, 

Cambridgeshire County Council, and the local authorities covering this area. 

Grants are available to organisations looking to invest in specialist equipment, new market and 

supply chain development, ways to improve productivity and efficiency, and the application and 

commercialisation of Research and Development. 

To find out how the Eastern Agri-Tech Growth Initiative could help to grow your business, visit 

www.agritechgrants.co.uk or call the LEP on 01480 277180. 

- Ends –  

There was a feature on the Smartbell on BBC look East, that can be accessed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdczCy5Cjj0 

Notes to editors 

1. The Initiative has two separate funds that are available for businesses. The first is an Agri-

Tech Growth Fund, which will provide grants of between £10,000 and £150,000 to support 

improvements in agricultural productivity. Whilst the R&D and Prototyping Fund will 

provide grants of between £10,000 and £60,000 to support the development of innovative 

technology. Find out more at www.agritechgrants.co.uk. 
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