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The Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
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LONDON   SW1P 4DR 

This matter is being dealt with by: 

John Hill 

Telephone: (01353) 665555 
E-mail: John.hill@eastcambs.gov.uk 
My Ref: JH/jh 

Your ref       

                
 
          12 July 2019 
 
 
Dear Sir  
 
A10 Improvements - Major Road Networks and Large Local Majors Funding Bids  
 
East Cambridgeshire District Council fully supports the funding bids being submitted by the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) to secure funding for 
improvements to the A10 between Cambridge and the A10/Witchford Road (BP garage) 
roundabout in Ely. 
 
For the residents and businesses of East Cambridgeshire, dualling the A10 is an absolute 
priority.  
 
The Ely to Cambridge Corridor, which provides connections between Ely and Cambridge 
and onward links on to the national networks via the A14, carries the highest level of north-
south traffic flows in the county.  More than 18,000 vehicles currently use the corridor daily, 
with peak period traffic congestion and network reliability issues regularly resulting in trips 
taking over 45 minutes to travel the length of the route, just 16 miles.  
 
Capacity issues along the corridor adversely affect the quality of life, amenity and 
opportunities to increase the economic wellbeing of the area. 
 
The A10 improvements are vital to support future housing and employment growth along 
the corridor. Delivery of 3,000 new homes to the north of Ely is underway and there are 
plans for significant growth on the border of East Cambridgeshire at Waterbeach. 
 
Delays on the A10 are also impacting on other roads in the district, particularly the A142, 
A1123 and the B1049. 
 
The A142, which links East Cambridgeshire to Newmarket and the A11, is affected by 
congestion at the northern end of the A10. Vehicles accessing the Ely Enterprise Zone, 



 

based at Lancaster Way Business Park, suffer delays due to the A10/Witchford Road (BP 
garage) roundabout operating well over capacity. This affects both employees and deliveries 
and is a cost to businesses in terms of loss of time and cost of fuel. The developers of the 
Park also report that this is having a negative impact on future growth of the Enterprise Zone.  
 
The District Council is already working with the CPCA, the developer, and the County 
Council on measures to increase capacity at both the A10/Witchford Road (BP garage) 
roundabout and the A142/Witchford Road roundabout, but the full benefit of these can only 
be realised by a dualled A10.  
 
Traffic counts show that large numbers of vehicles, including HGVs, which would be most 
appropriately accommodated on the A10, are travelling through small villages on roads 
which are unsuitable for this volume of traffic. The roads worst affected are the A1123 and 
B1049. A dualled A10 will redirect this traffic onto the strategic network and away from these 
small roads and rural villages. 
 
The Council appreciates that delivery of major infrastructure takes time, but action to 
improve the A10 is needed now. Therefore, East Cambridgeshire District Council wholly 
supports the package of junction improvements proposed by the CPCA and its bid to the 
Major Road Networks (MRN) fund. These are critical to release some of the pinch points 
along the route and to improve traffic conditions in the short term. 
 
However, in order to ensure the A10 has sufficient capacity to accommodate the planned 
housing and employment growth, to deter potential re-assignment of trips on to less suitable 
routes and to enable the Enterprise Zone and other employment areas to grow to connect 
local people with jobs and services, the Council believes there is no alternative to significant 
investment and for the road to be upgraded as soon as possible. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
John Hill 
Chief Executive 
 
And on behalf of  
Councillor Anna Bailey 
Leader of the Council  
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Rt	Hon	Grant	Shapps	MP		

Secretary	of	State	for	Transport	
Department	for	Transport	
Great	Minster	House	
33	Horseferry	Road	
London,	SW1	P4DR	
	

30	July	2019	

Dear	Mr	Shapps	
	

I	am	writing	to	offer	the	support	of	the	Cambridge	Science	Park	for	the	proposal	to	upgrade	the	A10	
between	Cambridge	and	Ely	being	submitted	to	the	Department	for	Transport	by	our	partners,	the	
Cambridge	and	Peterborough	Combined	Authority.		

The	A10	between	Cambridge	and	Ely	is	a	primary	route	of	circa	16	miles	that	connects	the	two	cities.	
More	 than	 18,000	 vehicles	 currently	 use	 the	 corridor	 daily,	 and	 these	 capacity	 issues	 along	 the	
corridor	now	adversely	affect	the	quality	of	life,	amenity	and	opportunities	to	increase	the	economy	
wellbeing	of	the	area.	

Established	in	1970	by	Trinity	College	Cambridge,	the	Cambridge	Science	Park	 is	the	oldest	science	
park	 in	 Europe.	We	 are	 currently	 home	 to	 150	 companies	 employing	 over	 7000	 people.	We	 pro-
actively	encourage	sustainable	transport	through	measures	such	as	car	share	clubs,	free	electric	bike	
schemes	and	shuttle	services	to	the	local	train	station.	Commuters	who	live	to	the	north	of	the	Park	
and	have	no	viable	alternative	to	driving	would	benefit	significantly	from	the	proposed	upgrade	to	
the	A10.		

In	 conclusion,	 Cambridge	 Science	 Park	 fully	 supports	 the	 Cambridge	 and	 Peterborough	 Combined	
Authority	 in	 seeking	 to	 upgrade	 the	 A10	 between	 the	Milton	 Interchange	 at	 Cambridge	 and	 the	
A142/A10	at	Ely.		

	
Yours	sincerely	
	
	
	
Jeanette	Walker		
Director,	Cambridge	Science	Park	


































































